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"As we know, there are known knowns. There are things we know we know. 93
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5 2009, History of Photography Vol. 33, Issue 1) deals with the way uprooted Palestinian
Ef villages emptied in the 1948 war (their Palestinian inhabitants were banished or
E fled from the horrors of war) were visually preserved in Israeli consciousness.

The book Made Public discusses how military archives in Israel use photography
E for subjugation, control and inspection of the Palestinian other. Furthermore the
-

book reflects the fact that the occupation doesn’t end with a physical act but also
has historical, cultural, civil and other implications. Military action is just one

stage, the first stage, in the control and occupation of the other.
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of Palestine before 1948 and the change that began in the country following the
rift of the 1948 war. The book assembles all existing information that was not
restricted concerning the Palestinians that are today in military archives, and
makes it possible to trace unknown scenes of Palestine and of Palestinians in the
first half of the twentieth century that were precluded from viewing by Israeli and
Palestinian researchers. The book reveals life in Palestine before 1948: Palestinian
personages; individuals who took an active role, political and military; the massive
Palestinian uprising; the armed Palestinian resistance from 1933 until 1948; the
Palestinian towns and villages and the Palestinian way of life pre 1948. In addition,
the book devotes a section to a description of the 1948 refugees and the extreme
change experienced by the Palestinian population and the country beginning after

the 1948 war, which the army documented.

The book Made Public continues my research of the last few years, which examines
how establishment systems in Israel drive and control power relations through the
distribution of information via photography. The exhibition and book Photography
in Palestine/Eretz-Israel in the 30s and 40s (Sela 2000, in Hebrew) discusses the way
national narratives in conflict are constructed. The book was the first to confront
Jewish-Zionist photography and Palestinian photography of the period. It exposes
how Zionist colonialist photography was produced in the country before the
establishment of the State of Israel, photography that was controlled and shaped
by pre-state civilian institutional bodies. These institutions had an important
role in forming the image of the Zionist “I” and the Palestinian “other”- visuals
that influenced the development of the image of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
The book also discussed the political implications of Palestinian photography.
The exhibition and catalogue Six days and Forty years dealt with the way Israeli
institutional bodies shaped the occupation of the West Bank, Gaza and the Golan
heights as moral and beneficial to Israeli society and the state after the Six Day War

(Sela 2007, in Hebrew). The essay "The Absent-Present Palestinian Villages” (Sela

(31). Israel: Van Leer Institution (Hebrew).
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5 other archives, and intelligence gathering by various means, etcetera) to the way the
E archives are managed (censorship and restricted viewing and use) and how certain
E materials are not revealed to the public. The book discusses the IDF archive policy,

which controls the information released to researchers, decides which research
E is to be conducted and the data it’s based on, and obstructs and prevents access
-

to specific material. These actions join those of intelligence and secret service
agency archives worldwide as shown by Hughes R. Gerald and Scott Len (2008).3
Since my research deals with the representation of Palestinians in Israeli military
archives, it raises additional issues, such as the way archives control the release
of information about the Palestinian other, information that has importance in
forming, establishing and building national identity. The IDF archive, thus, not
only controls the distribution of information, the writing of Israeli history, legacy
and culture, but also controls research on Palestinian history and how this impacts

the building of a Palestinian national identity based on national memory.

The 1948 war led to the destruction of Palestinian existence and culture. Many
Palestinian archives disappeared, were destroyed or looted as a result of the war
and its implications and as a result of other wars in the region (1967, 1982 etc.).
Photographic information of Palestinians and about Palestinians in military
archives in Israel as revealed in the book expose some of the material that was
lost. The book uncovers, for the first time, photographs dealing with the Palestinian
population and Palestine in the first half of the twentieth century photographed
by both Jewish and Palestinian or Arab photographers, professional and amateur
photographers, stored in military archives. It allows, therefore, partial completion

of missing chapters of Palestinian visual history (Sela 2007)+ and a presentation

3 Hughes, R. Gerald & Scott, Len, 2008. "'Knowledge is never too dear'."

Exploring Intelligence Archives, Enquiries into the Secret State,

edited by Hughes, R. Gerald, Jackson, Peter and Scott, Len. London and
New York: Routledge.

4 Sela, Rona, 2007. " Pictorial History of Palestine". Theory and Criticism
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period initiated the gathering of intelligence information regarding Palestinian
settlements, the Palestinian population and individuals who participated in the
national resistance, with the idea that as much information available about the
Palestinian other as possible would make it easier to confront them in future
national conflicts. After the founding of the state, visual (photographic) material
concerning the remaining Palestinian population in the country was collected
by the intelligence services for the purpose of control and surveillance, while
military organizations dealing with documentation, propaganda and public
relations, documented various themes for Zionist-military purposes. These bodies
hold photographs that make it possible to chart the fracturing of the Palestinian
population as a result of the 1948 war, though they were not taken for this
reason. The second method used by military archives to obtain photographs of
the Palestinians was via donations over the years from civilian groups, private

individuals and soldiers, mainly looted photographs.

The research also focuses on the methodology (usually not used for research
purposes) of the military photography archive offshoots subject to the IDF archive,
its laws and regulations. The book thus studies the army’s archive as a central
body controlling other army archives, its standards and ethics, how it functions,
its role, the central strategies behind its policies and the laws it utilizes. The book
seeks to expose the mechanisms of power that built and operated the archive, the
systems that serve it today, the practices at its base and the oppressive manner
in which it reveals or precludes information from the public. It deals however,
only with photographs of the Palestinian population, Palestinian existence, or
Palestinian sources up until the middle of the 1950s, and the 1948 war — that is
with materials that were available to me — yet it seeks to describe through them

the way these archives operated.

The military photographic information is based on a multiplicity of power relations,
from the way in which information was collected from army units, organizations or

other archives (plunder, looting, secret and forbidden duplicating of material from
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5 the twentieth century, suggesting that it is only part of the Palestinian material
,—? in military archives.
2
s

Since its establishment, documentation of all types that were produced in different
E IDF units was transferred to the IDF and Ministry of Defence archive — records,
z

audio tapes, video tapes, photographs, maps, sketches and the like. The IDF archive
became the largest existing center of information in Israel for subjects connected
to the army and security’. The photography collection of the IDF archive, like its
other collections, are subject to the authority of the general policies of the archive,
according to which it releases photographs for public view and use only after
security restrictions have been lifted and they have passed censorship.> Although
collecting information concerning the Palestinians and the Arab states is not the
aim of the archives, the army gathers a great deal of data about them as part of
the information activities of military units. The way in which visual information
on the Palestinians is collected in the military archives of Israel, the extent of the
material and the implications of its assembly has until today not been researched,

this being the first study dedicated to the subject.

The military photography archives in Israel accumulate photographs concerning
the Palestinian other using two key methods — the first, archival preservation
of photographs that came from military organizations, intelligence bodies and
others, who actively initiated the collection of visual information mainly for
military intelligence purposes. The information was gathered, for example, in
the following ways: through controlled confiscation, initiated by pre-state and
state military bodies, of archives and Palestinian collections and photographs,
from organizations or Palestinian sources, or via copying of secret information
relating to the Palestinian population from British archives and sources during the

period of the British Mandate. At the same time, the military organizations of this

t http://www.archives.mod.qgov.il/pages/MISC/Aboutl.asp?AR=1
2 Ibid
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Made Public
Palestinian Photographs in Military Archives in Israel

Rona Sela

The book Made Public summarizes three years of research on military photography
archives in Israel. It deals with two key subjects each involving the other: the
manner in which military systems collect and preserve photographic information
about the Palestinian other - in the past and over the years - and the missing
chapters of Palestinian visual historiography. The military archives in Israel
preserve the archives of the pre- state military bodies and the information
regarding their activities, as well as those of the different Israel Defence Forces
(IDF) units of the state that made use of photography. The different military
units collected data regarding the Palestinians as part of information gathering
for a variety of military and operational objectives. The military archives also
preserve information on military subjects received from individuals and private
organisations, mainly looted material or information achieved by force in various
ways, thereby accumulating visual and textual material relating to the Palestinian
other with whom the State of Israel is in a national conflict. The book thus
examines the collection of photographs of Palestinians and about Palestinians
collected in military photography archives, and their use. It documents the way
military bodies and archives, including military photography archives subordinate
to them, receive, collect and preserve information regarding the Palestinian other,
seize his cultural property and control its distribution in the public realm. The book
traces how, through force, photography archives and photographs of Palestinians
and about Palestinians in military archives were accumulated, and follows the
activity of organisations that collected information about the Palestinians. Since
the material available for study in military archives is restricted, censored, and
controlled by the archive and its stringent laws, the little I was authorized to

research and use deals only with Palestinian existence up until the first half of
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