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Tower of David, Jerusalem, 1857. Photo: Robertson and Beato, Albumen print.

Digital image courtesy of Getty’s Open Content Program



Early Photographers of Jerusalem

Shimon Lev

As Europe began to take an interest in the Orient in the mid-19th century,
Jerusalem witnessed a large influx of visitors from England, France, and later
from America. At the same time, a new invention was becoming very popular
in Europe — the camera. Visitors brought their cameras to Jerusalem, attracted
by the religious and historical importance of the city and its connections to
the Bible. In fact, Jerusalem has been extensively documented from the birth
of photography to the present day. Consequently, photography in the East in
general, and in Jerusalem in particular, is an important chapter in the history
of photography itself.

Visiting photographers — first from Europe and then the States — flocked
to Jerusalem for religious-ideological reasons and to explore and study the
city. The vast majority focused on photographing the city’s sites. Jerusalem
was both an ideal and a historical city that also lived in their imaginations.

The photographers arrived complete with recommendations from their
predecessors regarding the important sites to photograph, and even the
preferred time of day for their photos. They hired guides, who led them to
the best views of the city and its holy sites, and took little interest in the city’s

residents and their daily lives.

The first photographs of Jerusalem were taken in 1839. With improvements
in photographic techniques, the number of photographs produced increased.
From the 1860’s onward, British and other European expeditions were
accompanied by photographers who extensively doacumented the city’s
archaeological and historic sites. The first studios were opened in Jerusalem.

The photographic genre known today as ‘Orientalist Photography’
brought the Holy Land and its crowning glory, Jerusalem, to all of Europe
and the United States. Visitors published travel books with photographs,
presented at exhibitions in Paris and London, and brought lantern slides
of the Holy Land back to their cities and villages, projecting them to local
audiences with an early image projector known as a magic lantern.

Most photographs from this period are early documentation of historical
monuments. The camera angles are similar, and often the same figures are
posed beside the buildings to show their scale.

This book presents a selection of early photographs of the city’s various
sites, taken by the foremost early pioneers of photography in the Holy
Land. It begins with the first photograph taken of Jerusalem in 1839 to the
establishment of the American Colony Photo Department after Kaiser Wilhelm

IT’s visit to Jerusalem in 1898.
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French, 1817-1878.

Active in Jerusalem: 1839-1840
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Jerusalem, N6el Marie Paymal Lerebours, 1842. Based on
a photograph by Frédéric Goupil-Fesquet, 1839. The first
photograph of Jerusalem. Lithograph based on daguerreotype.
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The Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqgsa
Mosque, 1843-1844. Public domain, via
Wikimedia Commons
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French, 1804-1892.

Active in Jerusalem: 1843-1844
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George Skene Keith
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Scottish, 1819-1910.
Active in Jerusalem: 1844
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Mount Zion, 1844. Lithograph based on daguerreotype, Archive Farms
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French, 1822-1894.

Active in Jerusalem: 1849-1850
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View of the Probatic Pool and a neighborhood in Jerusalem,
(Pool of Bethesda), 1850. Salted paper print.
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The Metropolitan Museum, New York.
View of the ElI-Melouyeh's Mosque and a Gilman Collection, Gift of The Howard

neighborhood in Jerusalem, 1850. Albumen print. Gilman Foundation, 2005
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English (b. Australia), 1788-1863.
Active in Jerusalem: c.1850
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The Wailing Wall of the Jews (The Western Wall), circa 1850.
Albumen print.

.N7N DOTN .1854 ,W71UNN VYN ,UT{7N7 nD1IDN ,01'7VU1!

F
3 i dislo delib 1854 ’“-?"'L'JI WL Jsagll Jae ,peadll 101 7Y NINON 121NN V7M19 NIATTXA 17077 7NVN
i b - Jerusalem, entrance to the Temple, i) 2 9idall gginall Sgpina Jurdy ,diad) d3uus

= the Triple-Arched Gate, 1854. Salted paper print. Digital image courtesy of Getty’s Open Content Program
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French, 1824-1872.

Active in Jerusalem: 1854
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Arab Fountain, 1854. Salted paper print.
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Jerusalem, entrance to the Temple,
the Triple-Arched Gate, 1854. Salted paper print.
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Digital image courtesy of Getty’s Open Content Program




DN ON™’)

e,)> puos>
James Graham

.1869-1806 ,101;70

1857-1853 :0"7W1112 N17'WO NIV
.1869-1806 {5 3iliSw|

1857-1853 : pwadl | ($ bliw| wigiw
Scottish, 1806-1869.

Active in Jerusalem: 1853-1857
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The "Upper Pool" (Mamilla Pool) and the North Part of the West Wall, 1853-1857. Albumen print. Fountain in the Tyropoeon Valley 1853-1857. Albumen print. Goldman and Michael W. Sonnenfeldt, New

York, to American Friends of the Israel Museum
and the Center for Jewish History, New York,
as inspired by James Garfinkel and in honor of
Peter A. Geffen
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Mishkenot Sha'ananim, circa 1857. Gelatin silver print.
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The Israel Museum, Jerusalem. Bequest of Suzanne and Henri Chayett, France
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American, (b. Odessa), 1827-1900.
Active in Jerusalem: 1854-early 1860
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View from Mt. Scopus, 1850s. Gelatin silver print.
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Albert Augustus Isaacs

.1903-1826 ,'0"2

1856 :0"7W1T'2 N17'WO NIV
-1903-1826 ,{ilayp

1856 : gl @ blidd| diw
British, 1826-1903.

Active in Jerusalem: 1856
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City landscape, 1856. Possibly by Isaacs. Albumen print.
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Digital image courtesy of Getty’s Open Content Program The Wailing Wall, Jerusalem
(The Western Wall) 1856. Salt print.
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Courtesy of the Library at the Herbert D. Katz Center for
Advanced Judaic Studies, Kislak Center for Special Collections,
[1] Rare Books and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania
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Felice Beato, British, (b. Italy), 1832-1909.
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James Robertson, British, 1813-1888.
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Active in Jerusalem: 1857
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Jerusalem, Garden of Gethsemane, 1857. Albumen print.
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The Damascus Gate, 1857. Albumen print. Digital image courtesy of Getty’s Open Content Program
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British, 1822-1898.

Active in Jerusalem: 1858
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Absalom's Tomb, 1858. Albumen print.
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French, 1836-1901.

Active in Jerusalem: 1859-1860
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Interior of the Church of Saint Anne,
1859-1860. Albumen print.
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The Metropolitan Museum, New York. Gift of

[1] The Howard Gilman Foundation, 2005
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A street in Jerusalem and entrance to the

[2] Great Convent, 1859-1860. Albumen print.




The Jewish Quarter and the New Synagogue
(Hurva Synagogue), 1860. Albumen print.
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Jerusalem from the North, 1860. Jus) zgitall sginall ggpine Juids ,dkad) dsus
Albumen print. Digital image courtesy of Getty’s Open Content Program
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Peter Bergheim
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German, 1813-1895. Active in Jerusalem: 1860s-1880s
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Garden of Gethsemane and Mount of Olives,

circa 1865. Albumen print.
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Digital image courtesy of Getty’s Open Content Program
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The Holy Sepulcher under restoration, 1868.
Albumen print.
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Courtesy of the Library at the Herbert D. Katz Center for
Advanced Judaic Studies, Kislak Center for Special Collections,
Rare Books and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania




T12 110" pPINAa

39> Qoo hily9
Frank Mason Good

.1928-1839 ,70M2

21172 1860 :0"7W1N N7V NIY
.1928-1839 , by

U485 1860 :gwadl (§ blidl Olgiw
British, 1839-1928.

Active in Jerusalem: 1860s
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The Golden Gate, 1856-1860. Albumen print. Library of Congress, Washington
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Mosque of Omar, (Dome of the Rock), 1856-1860.
Albumen print.
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Francis Bedford
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British, 1816-1894.

Active in Jerusalem: 1862
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West Front of the Mosque of Omar
(Dome of the Rock), 1862. Albumen print.
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Mount Zion from the Governor's House,1862. Aloumen print.
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Purchased by Edward, Prince of Wales (Edward VII).
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Details of northeast side of Kubbat-As-Sakhra (Dome of the Rock), 1864-1865. N> e dSp §99 6Ll o dd Lauid | duglI
Albumen print. .AdU¥j delb .1865-1864

North side of platform from the minaret over
the pool of Bethesda,1864-1865. Albumen print.
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MORTH SIDE OF PLATFORM FROM THE MINARET OVER THE POCL OF BETHESDA.

Charles W. Wilson, Ordnance Survey of Jerusalem, 1865 :71nn
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British,1830s-1905/6.

Active in Jerusalem: 1865-1867
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. . Jerusalem: Russian Pilgrims, 1867. Albumen print.
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Jerusalem, Group of Polish Jews, 1867.
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Courtesy of the Library at the Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, Kislak Center for Special
Albumen print. Collections, Rare Books and Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania
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American, 1832-1903.
Active in Jerusalem: 1872

i o i FL gl - A - r o
B0, Dardes, with fireek Pricc. Jertmslem, Polestins, B8, Glloas - Water Ourriers, Near Jerssalom, Prlnstion

.]127N DOTN ,1X1V0 DI17'X .1872 ,01311' 01IND OV |1 .127N DOTN ,IXMVO DI17'X .1872 ,0"7WINT T17 0N 'XW1I ,(N17'Wn 19D) X170

) delib gy pouas 1872 ,dias (§ oo0ils, digS Adj delds | gy i pguai 1872 ,pwddl (o )b olual | AU ,(Olghw dSp) Olohuw

Garden with Greek priests, 1872. Stereo photograph, Aloumen print. Siloam, Water carriers near Jerusalem, 1872. Stereo photograph, Albumen print.
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Italian, 1822-1881.

Active in Jerusalem: 1868-1869
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The Russian Compound, 1868-1869. Albumen print. MIEHETEVENN enfiils) o 7 i) REL A GIet
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Lenkin Family Collection of Photography
at the University of Pennsylvania Library, i
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Collection, The National Library of Israel Entrance to Jerusalem from Jaffa Street to the west of the city, 1848-1869. Albumen print.

.1127N DOTN .1869-1868 ,11VN 2IVYN 111127 191 21NN D'7W1117 NnD1IDN




-

L

1

.]127N DOTN .1869-1868 ,197 21N
i) delds .1869-1868 0L g, L
Jaffa Road, 1868-1869. Albumen print.
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Via Dolorosa, Third Station of the Cross, first fall of Our
Lord, 1868-1869. Albumen print.
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Courtesy of the Library at the Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced

Judaic Studies, Kislak Center for Special Collections, Rare Books and
Manuscripts, University of Pennsylvania
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Italian, 1847—1898?

Active in Jerusalem: 1870s
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Maison Bonfils
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127N DOTN .1881-1867 ,ADYW NNNIXA NINW{T [1] French (Beirut), ca. 1831-1900.
A2 delibs .1881-1867 ,(Jlgrall uadll (9 pwlgdl Active in Jerusalem 1867-1900s

Arches in Solomon’s Stables, 1867-1881.
Albumen print.
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Library of Congress, Washington
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Tower of David, Felix Bonfils, 1867-1870. Albumen print.
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Interior, Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem, Felix Bonfils,
1867-1870. Albumen print.
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